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ELL () 

 

The Board of Education is committed to identifying and assessing the educational needs of students 
whose native or home language is other than English. Once identified, the District will provide 
appropriate programs to address the needs of these students. Students entitled to considerations 
under this policy include: 

1. Language Minority (LM) - students who come from a background where English is not the 
student's first language, or where the primary language of the home is not English or both. 

2. Limited English Proficient (LEP) - Students whose English language skills are insufficient to 
lead to success in an English-only classroom. 

 

Foster Care (Birmingham) 

The District educational liaison for foster care children will serve in an advisory capacity to: 

• Ensure and facilitate proper educational placement, enrollment in school, and checkout from 
school; 

• Assist foster care children when transferring from one school to another or from one school 
district to another, including, among other things, proper transfer of credit, records, and 
grades; 

• Request school records, as provided in Policy/Regulation 2230, within two (2) business days 
of placement of a foster care child in a District school; 

• Submit school records of foster care pupils within three (3) business days of receiving a 
request for school records from another School District as provided in Policy 2290; and 

• Facilitate access to student records to any child placing agency for the purpose of fulfilling 
education case management responsibilities required of the juvenile officer or by law and to 
assist with the school transfer or placement of a child under foster care. 

Migrant (McKague) 

For purposes of Board policies and regulations, the phrase migratory students shall mean students 
aged three (3) through twenty-one (21) who are or whose parents/guardians or spouses are 
migratory agricultural workers, including migratory dairy workers or migratory fishers; and who in 
the preceding thirty-six (36) months, in order to obtain or accompany such parents/guardians or 
spouses in obtaining temporary or seasonal employment in agriculture or fishing work, have moved 
from one school district to another. 

The District will identify migrant students by including questions on the District's enrollment form. If 
it is indicated that a migrant student is enrolling, the parents will then be asked to complete a 
parent survey/family interview form provided by the State Office for Migrant-English Language 
Learner (MELL) Program. The Regional Migrant Center or the State Director for Migrant Education 
will be notified of any migrant students who are enrolled in the District. The Regional Migrant Center 
will be contacted for any assistance needed for the migrant student(s). 

 

 



Homeless (McKague) 

The responsibilities of the liaison will include, but not be limited to: 

1. Ensure that homeless children and youth are identified by school personnel through 
outreach and coordination activities with other entities and agencies. 

2. Establish practices designed to ensure the school enrollment and success of homeless 
students; 

3. Assist with the enrollment of homeless students and provide assistance with obtaining 
academic and medical records; 

4. Make school placement decisions based on the best interest of the child and wishes of the 
parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth; 

5. Inform parents, guardians, or unaccompanied homeless students of the educational and 
related opportunities available to them; 

6. Ensure that homeless students and their families have access to educational services 
including Head Start, Even Start and other preschool programs administered by the District; 

7. Ensure that referrals are made to health care, dental, mental health and other appropriate 
services; 

8. Ensure that homeless students are not isolated or stigmatized because of their status as 
homeless; 

9. Handle enrollment disputes and ensure that disputes over the placement of homeless 
students are resolved in a timely manner consistent with the requirements of the McKinney 
Vento Act; 

10. Provide/arrange transportation and inform the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied 
homeless youth of the transportation services the school district must make available and 
assist homeless students  in accessing transportation to and from school; and 

11. Disseminate public notice of the educational rights of homeless students in places where 
homeless students receive services. 

12. Ensure school personnel receives professional development and other support. 
13. Ensure that unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school, have the opportunity to meet the 

same challenging state academic standards, are informed of their status as independent 
students under Section 480 of the Higher Education Act and their right to receive verification 
of this status.  

 

 


